AP PSYCHOLOGY

RESEARCH ESSAY- Version 3
A researcher wants to study the effectiveness of classroom environment on test scores. In one classroom, she places only special education students (self-contained). The other classroom was a regular education setting, where special education students were included (inclusion). After the completion of one unit of study, the researcher found that the group with the inclusive setting had higher unit test scores, and the difference between the two groups was statistically significant.

A. Define and describe how the following terms apply to the researcher’s experiment:

· Hypothesis

· Independent variable

· Dependent variable

· Experimental group

· Control group

B. How do the following terms help the researcher avoid researcher bias?

· Random selection

· Double blind procedure

C. Explain what statistical significance means in the context of the study.

